
 

Text ideas: Linking English to PE 
 

 Text  Author  Year Group Links 

Salt In His Shoes Michael Jordan All Basketball 

My Many Coloured Days Dr Seuss All Movement 

Where’s Wally Martin Handford All Some sport related scenes 

Spot Loves Sports Eric Hill FS All Sports 

Spot Plays Football Eric Hill FS Football 

Angelina’s Ballet Class Katharine Holabird FS Dance 

Jack & The Beanstalk Traditional FS Dance 

Doing The Animal Bop Jan Ormerod FS Dance/Movement  

Maisie Plays Football Lucy Cousins FS Football 

Rosie’s Walk Pat Hutchins FS Language of Position/Direction 

Kangaroos Hop Ros Moriarty FS Movement 

Toddle Waddle Julia Donaldson FS Movement 

Walking Through The Jungle Julie Lacome FS Movement 

Handa’s Surprise Eileen Browne FS Movement Styles 

Five Little Monkeys Action Rhymes Eileen Christelow FS Physical Development 

Mo Farah Series Mo Farah/Kes Gray FS Running 

Supertato Veggies’ Run Sue Hendra FS School Sports Day 

The Dinosaur Games David Bedford FS Sports Day 

Maisie Learns To Swim Lucy Cousins FS Swimming 

Yoga Babies Fearne Cotton FS Yoga 

      

                        
 

Dogs Don’t Do Ballet Anna Kemp FS/1 Challenging Stereotypes 

Giraffes Can’t Dance Giles Andreae FS/1 Dance & Music 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad Vivian French FS/1 Nutrition 

Dulcie Dando Sue Stops FS/1/2 Football 

From Head To Toe Eric Carle FS/1/2 Movement 

The Snail & The Whale Julia Donaldson FS/1/2 Adventure 

The Pig In The Pond Martin Waddell FS/1/2 Dance Like A … 

Alfie’s Shoes Shirley Hughes FS/1/2 Movement 

Monster Poems  FS/1/2 Movement 

We’re Going On A Bear Hunt Michael Rosen FS/1/2 Obstacle Course 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle FS/1/2 Nutrition 

The Gingerbread Man Traditional FS/1/2 Racing/Running 

Stickman Julia Donaldson FS/1/2 Running/Exercise/Adventure 

Preston Pig – Goal! Colin McNaughton FS/1/2 Football 

The Hare & The Tortoise Traditional FS+ Running 

Pedal Power Rigby Stars – Purple  1 Cycling 

Ready Steady Mo! Mo Farrah 1 Rhyming/Join In 

The Frog Olympics Brian Moses 1 Rhyming/Join In 

The Paper Bag Princess Robert Munsch 1/2 Challenging stereotypes 

Mrs Armitage On Wheels Quentin Blake 1/2 Cycling 



 

Text ideas: Linking English to PE 
 

 Text  Author  Year Group Links 

Wheels Shirley Hughes 1/2 Cycling 

Angelina Ballerina Katharine Holabird 1/2 Dance 

Kitchen Disco Clare Foges 1/2 Dance 

Saturday Night At The Dinosaur Stomp Carol Diggory Shields 1/2 Dance 

Three Little Pigs Traditional 1/2 Dance 

Where The Wild Things Are Maurice Zendak 1/2 Dance 

The Nutcracker Story (Toyshop Part)  1/2 Dance/Movement 

Football Fever Alan Durant 1/2 Football 

Horrid Henry & The Football Fiend Francesca Simon 1/2 Football 

Kicking A Ball Allan Ahlberg 1/2 Football 

Spinderella Julia Donaldson 1/2 Football 

Wonder Goal Michael Foreman 1/2 Football 

Willy The Wimp Anthony Browne 1/2 Getting Fit/Exercise 

Oliver’s Vegetables Vivian French 1/2 Healthy Eating 

Dr Dog Babette Cole 1/2 Healthy Lifestyles 

The Jungle Book  1/2 Move Like Different Animals 

Super worm Julia Donaldson 1/2 Movement 

I Will Never Eat A Tomato Lauren Child 1/2 Nutrition 

The Healthy Wolf David Bedford 1/2 Nutrition 

Katie Morag & The Dancing Class Mairi Hedderwick 1/2 PSHE 

Naughty Toes Ann Bonwill 1/2 PSHE 

Dogger Shirley Hughes 1/2 Sports Day 

Daisy And The Trouble With Sports Day Kes Gray 1/2 Sports day 

Mr Men – Sports Day Roger Hargreaves 1/2 Sports Day 

The Sports Day Nick Butterworth 1/2 Sports Day 

Seal Surfer Michael Foreman 1/2 Surfing/disability 

Harry & The Dinosaurs United Ian Whybrow 1/2 Teamwork 

Ella Bella Series James Mayhew 1/2 The Story Of Ballet 

The Kaboom Kid David Warner 1/2 Cricket 

Boy In A Tutu Kate Scott 1/2 Dance 

The Journey Of Aristotle The Cat Svetlana Rodriguez 1/2 Yoga/Well-Being 

Evie’s Magic Bracelet Series Jessica Ennis-Hill 2/3 Facing challenges 

The Magic Bicycle Brian Patten 2/3 PE/Geography 

Amazing Grace Mary Hoffman 2/3 Performance  

Sports Day Nick Inkpen 2/3 Sports Day 

Look Inside Sports Usborne 2+ All Sports 

Magic Spirit Pippa Funnell 2+ Horses 

How The Olympics Came To Be Helen East 2+ Olympics 

 

                        
 

The Mud Maid Sandra Horn 3 Dance 

The Sporting Fairies Series Daisy Meadows 3/4 All sports 

Jamie Johnson Series Dan Freedman 3/4 Boys/Reluctant Readers 



 

Text ideas: Linking English to PE 
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The Boy Who Biked The World Series Alastair Humphreys 3/4 Cycling 

Stone Age Boy Satoshi Kitamura 3/4 Dance – Animal Link 

Spooky Soccer Malachy Doyle 3/4 Football 

Flying Fergus Series Chris Hoy 3/4 Cycling 

Barry Loser – Best At Football (Not!) Jim Smith 3/4 Football 

Football Crazy – Barrington Stoke Tom Bradman 3/4 Football  

The Fox & The Ghost King Michael Morpurgo 3/4 Football 

Books On Horses Series Clare Balding 3/4 Horse riding 

The Racehorse Who Wouldn’t Gallop Clare Balding 3/4 Horse riding 

Kung Fu Panda Nicole Taylor 3/4 Martial Arts 

Give Us A Goal Paul Cookson 3/4 Poems About Football 

Roller Girl Victoria Jamieson 3/4 Roller-skating 

The Downhill Crocodile Whizz Margaret Mahy 3/4 Roller-skating 

The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog Series Jeremy Strong 3/4 Running/training 

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 3/4 Sport stereotypes 

Ignis Gina Wilson 3/4/5 Dragon Dance 

 

                                
 

Non-Fiction ‘How To’ Guides  3/4/5/6 All sports 

Record Breakers  3/4/5/6 All Sports 

Glory Gardens Cricket Series Bob Cattell 3/4/5/6 Cricket 

Blodin The Beast Michael Morpurgo 3/4/5/6 Dance    

Magic Ballerina Series Darcy Bussell 3/4/5/6 Dance 

Foul Play Series Tom Palmer 3/4/5/6 Football 

Frankie’s Magic Football Series Frank Lampard 3/4/5/6 Football 

Goal! Alan Durant 3/4/5/6 Football 

Shoot, Dad! Michael Coleman 3/4/5/6 Football 

Stephen Gerrard Autobiography  3/4/5/6 Football 

The Demon Football Manager Martin Smith 3/4/5/6 Football 

The Football Boy Wonder Martin Smith 3/4/5/6 Football 

The Person Controller David Baddiel 3/4/5/6 Football Controlling Actions 

War Game Michael Foreman 3/4/5/6 Football Christmas Day WW1 

Billy The Kid Michael Morpurgo 3/4/5/6 Football Fans 

Llama United Scott Allen 3/4/5/6 Football/World Cup 

Llamas Go Large Scott Allen 3/4/5/6 Football/World Cup 

Harry Miller’s Run David Almond 3/4/5/6 Great North Run  

Somersaults & Dreams: Rising Star Catherine Bruton 3/4/5/6 Gymnastics 

Wallace & Gromit Cracking Contraptions Derek Smith 3/4/5/6 Inventing Sports Equipment  

Quidditch Through The Ages J K Rowling 3/4/5/6 Quidditch 

Take A Run And Jump Rob Childs 3/4/5/6 Literacy World 
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Varjak Paw S F Said 3/4/5/6 Martial Arts 

Football Superstars  3/4/5/6 Football 

Groovy Greeks – ‘Orrible Olympics Terry Deary 3/4/5/6 Olympics 

Olympic Poems Brian Moses 3/4/5/6 Olympics 

Gangsta Granny David Walliams 3/4/5/6 Dancing 

When Granny Won Olympic Gold Graham Denton 3/4/5/6 Olympics 

Harry Potter Series J K Rowling 3/4/5/6 Quidditch Rules 

The Fastest Boy In The World Elizabeth Laird 3/4/5/6 Running 

T.J. Football Series Theo Walcott 3/4/5/6 Soccer 

Defenders: Russia Tom Palmer 3/4/5/6 World Cup Special 

Cool! Michael Morpurgo 3/4/5/6 Zola/Chelsea/Football Theme 

Rooftoppers Katherine Rundell 5/6 + Parkour/Free running 

Charlie Fry Series Martin Smith 3/4/5/6 + Football 

Bear Grylls Adventures Series Bear Grylls 4/5 Survival 

Cloud Tea Monkeys Mal Peet 4/5/6 Atmospheric Dance - India 

The Iron Man Ted Hughes 4+ Strength 

The Guinness Book Of Records  5/6 All Sports 

The Story Of The Life Of Michael Jordan Gregory Watson 5/6 Basketball 

Billy Elliot: The Book Melvin Burgess 5/6 Challenging Stereotypes 

Hero On A Bicycle Shirley Hughes 5/6 Cycling 

Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfield 5/6 Dance 

Kick Mitch Jonson 5/6 Football 

The Boy In The Dress David Walliams 5/6 Football 

The Kick-Off Dan Freedman 5/6 Football 

Booked Kwame Alexander 5/6 Football: Story Through Poems 

The Last Kids On Earth Max Brallier 5/6 Gaming 

Tall Story Candy Gourlay 5/6 Basketball 

The Keeper Mal Peet 5/6 Football 

Danny Champion Of The World Roald Dahl 5/6 Gun sports 

Black Beauty Anna Sewell 5/6 Horses 

Dance Academy Series Kimberley Wyatt 5/6  Dance 

Barrington Stokes Sports Collection Tom Palmer 5/6 Football (Lower reading age) 

MacB Neil Arksey 5/6 Macbeth On The Football Pitch! 

Tom Daley (Inspirational Lives) Simon Hart 6 Diving/Biography 

The Wells Series Lorna Hill 6 Achieving Goals 

River Boy Tim Bowler 6 Swimming 

Pig Heart Boy Malorie Blackman 6 Swimming/Stamina 

Holes Louis Sachar 6 Training/Improvement 

The Crossover/Rebound Kwame Alexander 6+ Basketball 

 

                              
 

 


